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Indian States Grappling with Power Shortage 
 

 India is staring at a power crisis as coal 

reserves in several states are quickly running 
out amid surging demand for electricity due 
to intense heatwaves in several parts of the 
country. Acute coal shortages are triggering 
blackouts in states like Maharashtra, 
Karnataka, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and 
Andhra Pradesh. 

The country faced a similar energy crisis in 

October last year when coal reserves 

dwindled due to global logistical and internal production issues. It must be noted that India fulfills 

most of its coal needs domestically. 

Many states have reported about low stocks of coal. As many as 12 states such as Andhra Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Gujarat, Punjab, Jharkhand and Haryana are facing power cuts because of less coal 

supply. 

"Andhra Pradesh, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Punjab and Jharkhand are among the states facing 

widespread power cuts due to coal scarcity. In the first half of April 2022, the domestic power demand 

hit a 38-year high for the month.  

According to the report, coal shortage has been observed in all four plants in Karnataka, including the 

one operated by NTPC. Apart from these, only 11 per cent or 1.87 lakh tonnes of stock is left in the 

three state-run plants as against the normal stock of 16.99 lakh tonnes. 

Why is India Facing such a Power Crisis? 

¶ The demand for electricity is high in the months of April to October, due to which it is common 

to witness a crisis. Experts said that such a problem happens every year, but this year it has 

aggravated due to the increase in global coal prices and supply disruption. 
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¶ The thermal power companies are facing shortage of low ash coal because of the ongoing 

Russia-Ukraine war as they were unable to get coal loads from Russia. 

¶ The crisis comes at a time when demand for electricity is high due to heatwaves in several north 

Indian states. The electricity demand in the fourth quarter of FY2022 was 187 GW, while it was 

recorded at 194 GW between April 1-12, 2022. 

 

Steps Taken by Government 

¶ Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Tuesday chaired a meeting with Power Minister RK Singh, Coal 

Minister Pralhad Joshi and Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnav following reports of coal shortage 

reported by many states. 

¶ The Railways Minister has been directed to rush coal loads to the thermal power plants whose coal 

stocks are on minimum level. The government is also mulling to explore the possibility of cheap 

coal from other countries to meet the shortage that arose after the Russia Ukraine war 

 

Boris Johnson Visit to India 
 

 The Prime Minister of The United 

Kingdom (UK), Boris Johnson, was on an 

official visit to India (Delhi & Gujarat) on April 

21-22, 2022 on the invitation of India PM 

Narendra Modi. This is his first visit to India as 

Prime Minister of UK. 

It should be noted that in the first leg of his 

two-day visit to India, he visited Gujarat. He 

is the first British PM to visit Gujarat. 

Both sides also signed 2 Government to Government MoUs and 4 NonGovernmental MoUs. 

India and the UK have reaffirmed their commitment to Cyber Security Partnership for vision 2030 

for an open, accessible, secure and peaceful cyberspace in Indo-Pacific. 

Both sides agreed to complete the free trade agreement (FTA) by the end of the year i.e. by 

October 2022. It will boost annual bilateral trade immensely. 

JCB India's new £ 100 million factory for exports was inaugurated in Vadodara, Gujarat by the 

Gujarat CM Bhupendra Patel and British PM Boris Johnson in the presence of the Chairman of J C 

Bamford Excavators, Lord Bamford. 
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   'PM Mitra' PM Mega Integrated Textile Regions and Apparel Park (PM MITRA) 
 

A national conference on PM Mega 

Integrated Textile Regions and Apparel 
Park (PM MITRA) scheme was held 
recently. The conference was organized by 
the Ministry of Textiles. 

Key Points:  

¶ Officials of 13 state governments 

outlined 18 proposals to set up PM Mitra 

Parks in their respective states.  

¶ Each state government showcased its strength in the textile sector and detailed the incentives 

being provided. Industry representatives also shared their suggestions and apprehensions 

regarding PM Mitra scheme. 

Features of PM MITRA Scheme: 

¶  PM Mitra Park will provide an opportunity to create an integrated textile value chain from 

spinning, weaving, processing/dyeing and printing to garment manufacturing at one place. The 

objective of this scheme is to generate about 1 lakh direct and 2 lakh indirect jobs per park. 

¶ The sites for PM MITRA Parks will be selected on the basis of objective criteria through challenge 

method. Proposals from States having ready availability of contiguous and encumbrance-free land 

parcels of 1,000+ acres along with other textile related facilities would be welcomed. 

Vision:  

¶ PM MITRA scheme is inspired by '5F Vision - Farm to Fiber to Factory to Fashion to Foreign'. 

¶ In 2021, the government has set up seven 'PM Mega Integrated Textile Region and Apparel- PM 

MITRA' parks in greenfield/brownfield sites with an outlay of Rs 4,445 crore for a period of seven 

years till 2027-28. The establishment has been approved. 

¶ The Government of India has launched the Scheme for Integrated Textile Park (SITP), this scheme 

provides assistance in the creation of world-class infrastructure facilities for the establishment of 

textile units. 

¶ These parks are important for attracting 'Foreign Direct Investment' (FDI) in the country. India's 

textile sector received foreign direct investment of Rs 20,468.62 crore from April 2000 to 

September 2020, which is only 0.69% of the total foreign investment inflows during the period. 


