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Padma Vibhushan Pandit Shivkumar Sharma Passes Away 
 
Indian music composer and santoor 

player, Pandit Shivkumar Sharma passed away 

at the age of 84. He had been suffering from 

kidney-related issues for the last six months 

and was on dialysis. He passed away due to 

cardiac arrest. He gave the santoor, once a 

little known instrument from Jammu and 

Kashmir, a classical status and exalted it along 

with other, more traditional and famous 

instruments such as the sitar and sarod. Pandit Shivkumar Sharma received the prestigious Padma Shri 

in 1991, and the Padma Vibhushan in 2001. 

The career of Pandit Shivkumar Sharma: 

¶ Shivkumar Sharma was born in Jammu in 1938, he began learning santoor at the age of thirteen. 

His first public performance was in Mumbai in 1955. He has been credited with popularising the 

santoor. 

¶ Also, Pandit Shivkumar Sharma composed the background music for one of the scenes in the 1956 

film Jhanak Jhanak Payal Baje. Four years later, Pandit Shivkumar Sharma recorded his first solo 

album. 

¶ With Hariprasad Chaurasia, Pandit Shivkumar Sharma composed music for several Hindi films, 

including Silsila, Chandni as well as Darr. 
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Thomas Cup Title: India beats Indonesia 3-0 
 
ŢƁŷżŴLƆ ƀŸƁLƆ ŵŴŷƀżƁƇƂƁ ƇŸŴƀ wins the Thomas 

Cup title for the first time ever with a stunning 

3-0 win over powerhouse Indonesia in the final. 

India took on 14-time winners Indonesia in the 

final of the Thomas Cup in Bangkok, 

Thailand and lifted the title defeating the 

defending champions by 3-0. India dished out 

a performance for the ages with World 

Championships medallist Lakshya Sen, Kidambi 

Srikanth and the world number 8 doubles duo 

of Chirag Shetty and Satwiksairaj Rankireddy producing memorable performances. 

Key points of the Thomas Cup title: 

¶ India was off to a perfect start as Lakshya Sen defeated Anthony Ginting by 8-21, 21-17, 21-16 in 

a thrilling tie. 

¶ ŢƁŷżŴLƆ ŷƂƈŵſŸƆ ƃŴżƅ Satwik and Chirag defeated Ahsan-Sukamuljo 18-21, 23-21, 21-19, the most 

sensational victory of their career, to give India a 2-0 lead. 

¶ In the third game, Kidambi Srikanth defeated Jonatan Christie 21-15, 23-21 to make it 3-0. They 

have done it without losing a match in the final. 
 

Bollywood Singer KK dies after performing at Kolkata concert 
 
Noted Bollywood singer KK (Krishnakumar 

Kunnath) who mesmerized music lovers for over 

three decades is no more. The 53-year-old singer 

died in Kolkata after a live performance. KK was 

regarded as one of the top singers of Bollywood. 

KK sang in Hindi, Bengali, Tamil, Kannada, 

Malayalam, Marathi and Assamese. 

K sang numerous hit songs in various films. Some 

ƂŹ ŤŤLƆ ƀƂƆƇ ƃopular songs that remain his best 


